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Engaging men and boys in gender equality:
WWP EN's conference, campaign, and policy
work

Dear Members, As we approach the summer season and prepare for a
well-deserved break, I'd like to take a moment to share some important
updates as well as exciting news from WWP EN.

It has been a season of strong advocacy, meaningful engagement, and
continued momentum across our network. Your involvement remains
crucial as we work together to build safer, more accountable societies.

In line with our ongoing policy efforts, | want to draw your attention to two key developments where your voice
and participation are especially needed.

1. WWP EN endorses EU roadmap for women's rights - but calls for more

We will be officially endorsing the EU Roadmap. It is a critical step toward achieving gender equality. While we
welcome its focus on women's empowerment, we have also raised important concerns: the lack of attention to
men’s roles, responsibility, and the need for transformation. A press release outlining our full position and
recommendations will be shared soon. Read more here.

2. Defending civil society spaces in the EU

We've also responded to the consultation on the EU Civil Society Strategy. Our message was clear: civil society
organizations like ours must be given genuine influence, sustained funding, and protection from political
interference. Your engagement can help ensure these critical issues are addressed and upheld. Read more here.

Let's continue working together to ensure that perpetrator accountability and prevention

remain central in EU policymaking.

Beyond advocacy, our key priority in 2025 is deepening our engagement with boys and young men. Our
Responsible Together 2025 campaign focuses on exploring the manosphere and shaping healthy, non-violent digital
masculinities as part of a broader prevention strategy.

Continuing this focus, I'm pleased to share that registrations are now open for our Annual Conference 2025, taking
place online from 1-2 October. This year’s theme,



“Digital Power, Real Harm,” will examine how technology is reshaping gender-based violence
and what this means for our work with perpetrators.

Further in this newsletter, you will find information about these and other important
initiatives happening across WWP EN.

At WWP EN, we recognise the challenges ahead—both individually and collectively, as

organisations and as a network fighting to end violence and shaping a gender equal world.
I’'m proud to be working alongside such dedicated experts, peers, and colleagues, and I'm
deeply grateful to our members whose commitment continues to drive our mission
forward.

Wishing you all a restful and energising summer ahead!

Best wishes,

Alessandra Pauncz
Executive Director, WWP EN

WWP EN Annual Conference 2025

Digital Power, Real Harm: Registrations open for WWP
EN Annual Conference 2025

This year's virtual WWP EN Annual Conference (October 1-2) will explore the digital
dimension of gender-based violence and perpetrator work. From online harassment and
coercive control to using technology in prevention and intervention, we’ll examine how digital
spaces are transforming both abuse and our responses.

Join practitioners, advocates, researchers, and experts from across Europe and beyond to
share innovative practices, address safety and privacy concerns, and shape ethical,
accountable approaches.

Upcoming events at WWP EN

Adopting a Gender Perspective: Practical Strategies
for Working with Male Perpetrators - Join our webinar!

While many perpetrator programmes want to adopt a gender perspective, they often face
challenges in integrating it meaningfully and systematically into daily practice. In this webinar,
we'll hear directly from two organisations (CAM in Italy and NAIA in Bulgaria) who are
rethinking their intervention models to address gender, power, and male entitlement more
directly. They'll share what's worked, what's been challenging, and how local realities shape
their approach.

We'll also be joined by two international experts - Gill McKinna (Community Justice
Scotland) and Heinrich Geldschlager (Conexus) - who will offer practical tips and

reflections from their own experience.

Join us to learn more about how your programme can work with male perpetrators to
create lasting change.



Working with Perpetrators of Violence Against Older
Women - Training to enhance the capacities of
perpetrator programmes

Older women are among the most vulnerable groups affected by gender-based violence and
often face additional barriers when seeking support and safety.

Our upcoming two-day training explores the dynamics of violence in later life, the
intersections between age and gender-based violence, and offers a framework for

ensuring the safety of victims in the context of perpetrator work. It also provides guidance
on adapting your programme - from intake to follow-up - to meet the needs of this often-
overlooked population.

This is a vital opportunity for professionals working in the field to build more inclusive, age-
responsive services and strengthen their interventions with perpetrators.

Towards justice: Bridging systemic gaps for child
victims of domestic violence

Children are not just witnesses to domestic violence—they are victims too. On 16 September
2025 (15:00-16:30 CET), WWP EN and CFJ-EN will host a joint webinar exploring how to
create child-centred, trauma-informed responses across justice systems.

Moderated by Sara Prifti (WWP EN, Germany) and Mariama Diallo (CFJ-EN, Belgium),

the webinar will feature two key presentations and panel discussion amongst European
experts on strategies, challenges, and opportunities for collaboration between those

working with victims, children, and perpetrators.

Join us to learn more on children’s rights and needs at the centre of domestic violence
response strategies.

Webinar recording: “Engaging men and boys in gender
equality a new perspective”

On 26 May 2025, Alessandra Pauncz, Executive Director of WWP EN, spoke at a webinar
hosted by Anita Schnetzer-Spranger (Zonta International) and the Gender Equality Committee
of the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe. She addressed the continued
prevalence of violence against women, even in gender-equal societies, and emphasized the
growing influence of misogynistic online spaces. Alessandra called for a rethinking of current
strategies to engage men and boys, highlighting the need for a more inclusive and
intersectional approach that tackles both persistent gender inequalities and the evolving social
dynamics affecting young men.

View the recording

Dictionary of domestic violence by WWP EN

This page provides definitions of terms related to gender-based violence (GBV), particularly as
they relate to domestic abuse, intimate partner violence, and perpetrator work.
Understanding this terminology is essential for developing inclusive, respectful, and effective
prevention and intervention strategies. GBV affects individuals differently based on gender,
power dynamics, and social inequality.

Recognizing these dynamics enables practitioners to address harm more effectively, promote
safety, and support all individuals with dignity and care.



https://youtu.be/ajKZiJtNrU0
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/learn/literature/dictionary-of-domestic-violence-by-wwp-en

European Standards for Perpetrator Programmes have been

translated into Ukrainian

WWP EN'’s European Standards for Perpetrator Programmes have been translated into Ukrainian,
thanks to the Council of Europe’s COVAW-III project. Unveiled during a Strategic Session in Kyiv with
the Ministry of Social Policy, the Standards support safe, survivor-centered interventions with men
who use violence. You can find more information about the strategic session here.

Download the file

New findings from survey on teenagers' relationships

Teen dating violence is real, and the Act4Love project is here to change the narrative. The Act4Love
team conducted a needs assessment analysis at Liceo Majorana in Catania, Italy, Institut Escola in
Barcelona, Spain and Gymansio Ypsona in Limassol, Cyprus in April 2025.

Read the Act4Love update to find out how teens and teachers across Europe are confronting dating
violence, and what still needs to change.

Tracking change to assess impact: Report on

Perpetrator Programmes Evaluation

Assessing the impact of our work is essential to ensuring perpetrator programmes are truly making a
difference. An evaluation using the IMPACT Outcome Monitoring Toolkit across three organisations
Demetra (Bulgaria), SPAVO (Cyprus), and CAM (ltaly), found a clear reduction in violent behaviour, as
reported by programme participants. Many participants began recognising the roots of their actions
and the harm caused, particularly to their children. While feedback from (ex-)partners was more
limited, it offered crucial insights, reminding us that the survivor’s voice must remain central. The
findings of the perpetrator programmes' evaluation highlight that structured, monitored, and multi-
agency programmes are key to driving real, accountable change.

Read the report

Towards a Stronger European Response to Domestic Violence:
New Policy Brief Out Now

The newly published_“Policy brief for European Common Approaches to Fight Domestic
Violence and Abuse” sets out a clear path for strengthening Europe’s collective response to
domestic violence. The brief highlights that by enhancing perpetrator programmes and
embedding them within broader systems, we can better prevent violence and protect victim-

survivors.


https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/what-you-can-do/ensure-the-quality-of-your-perpetrator-programme
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/what-you-can-do/ensure-the-quality-of-your-perpetrator-programme
https://www.act4love.eu/en-news
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/fileadmin/wwp/What_we_do/projects/iseda/D4.1_Report_on_the_perpetrator_programme_evaluation_.pdf
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/fileadmin/wwp/What_we_do/projects/iseda/ISEDA_D5.2_Policy_Brief_European_Common_Approaches_to_Fight_DVA_250731_TAU_v1.0.pdf
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/fileadmin/wwp/What_we_do/projects/iseda/ISEDA_D5.2_Policy_Brief_European_Common_Approaches_to_Fight_DVA_250731_TAU_v1.0.pdf

What s happening in 2026

TACTICS for Change: Systemic Strategies for Coordinated
Responses to Domestic Violence

Be part of a powerful exchange of expertise and practice in Berlin on 26th February 2026. The
TACTICS for Change: Systemic Strategies for Coordinated Responses to Domestic Violence
conference will bring together police representatives, frontline practitioners, and institutional
partners from across Europe. The focus will be on sharing practical tools, real-life experiences, and
tested strategies to improve multi-agency responses to domestic violence.

Unseen no more: Policies and partnerships to protect older women
from violence

Join us in Brussels on 3 February 2026 for the Marvow 2.0 European conference. The event will
host a powerful alliance of policymakers, frontline professionals, researchers, and civil society
actors working to ensure that older women are no longer invisible in gender-based violence
policies and responses.

Together, we will:

o Explore tailored interventions and integrated response models

e Share promising practices from across Europe

o |dentify policy gaps and advocate for systemic change

e Foster partnerships that centre the voices and needs of older women



https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/tactics/conference
https://marvow.eu/unseen-no-more-conference/

