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A New Year and New Steps Forward 

Dear friends, colleagues, and

supporters, 
Domestic violence is still too often
addressed through a crisis model —
after escalation, after severe incidents,
after families have already
been destabilised. But violence is
rarely sudden. It is progressive,
patterned, and in many cases
preventable. 

When systems are organised mainly around crisis response, institutions become
reactive by design: moving from one emergency to the next, managing
consequences rather than changing conditions. 

This matters because system change cannot be achieved in a permanent state of 
crisis. Prevention requires continuity, coordination, and long-term capacity 

- not only emergency measures, fragmented services, and short-term political
reactions. 
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Best wishes,
Alessandra Pauncz
Executive Director, WWP EN 

Across Europe, we increasingly see political narratives centred on “protecting
women” through tougher legislation and rapid reforms. While legal protection is
essential, there is also a serious risk: that violence against women is framed
primarily as a criminal justice problem, leading to criminalisation without
rehabilitation, and punishment without meaningful accountability. 

This is not what perpetrator programmes stand for. 

WWP EN’s work is grounded in a safety-first approach: strengthening survivor 
protection while advancing perpetrator accountability through structured 

interventions, evidence-based practice, and coordinated responses. If we reduce 
responses to policing alone, we will not prevent violence — we will simply respond 
later, at higher cost, and with fewer pathways for change. 

In 2026, WWP EN will strengthen its focus on primary prevention and early 

intervention, supporting strategies that interrupt escalation earlier and widen 
responsibility beyond frontline services alone. This includes stronger community 
approaches such as bystander intervention, improved coordination across 
systems, and low-threshold access pathways for men who recognise risk and seek 
support before serious harm occurs. 
Prevention is not “soft work”. Done well, it is the most rigorous form of protection 
-and the most strategic investment Europe can make. 

What We´re Working on in 2026 

- Stopping Violence Before it Begins 

In 2026, WWP EN will place primary prevention at the heart of its work, 
exploring multifaceted and sustained paths to prevent violence before it
occurs.  
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Building on most recent experience and meaningful insights, we will focus on
strengthening attitudes, environments, and systems that support equality,
safety, and accountability.  

This includes the work with boys and young men to challenge gender 
stereotypes, explore vulnerabilities, and nurture healthy relationships and 
intimacy.  

In this context, it will be key also to address online realms as influential 
spaces that have the potential to foster positive change or, if misused, 
to intensify harm and misogynistic narratives and offence.   

Alongside this, we will strengthen bystander intervention and community 

responses, recognising that breaking the cycle of violence is a shared 
responsibility and that all of us play a role in ensuring safety and 
accountability.  

Finally, we will expand attention to helplines for men responding to 
vulnerabilities and difficulties, helping to detect early indicators of violence 

and offer timely support.  

Together, these interconnected efforts reflect WWP EN’s commitment to 
comprehensive primary prevention and to stop violence at its roots. 

 

WWP EN’s European Accreditation sets the standard for safe, effective, and 
survivor-centred work with perpetrators of domestic violence. 

It validates that programmes align with European best practices, putting women 
and children at the heart of your work. 

Lead the way in Europe: be among the first organisations whose work 
is recognised and validated as quality and safe practice through European 
Accreditation, starting in 2026. 

European Accreditation for Perpetrator Programmes 

- Applications now open! 
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The 2026 WWP EN Call for Grants for safe, effective and sustainable
perpetrator work is now open! WWP EN invites its members to take the next
strategic step in strengthening their work with perpetrators. 

The 2026 grants offer opportunities for organisations to improve the quality,
safety, and sustainability of their perpetrator programmes, and for those at a
more advanced stage to work towards European accreditation. Across both
strands, the call places a strong emphasis on survivor safety, accountability,
and alignment with EU values. 

Applications are open to organisations that fulfill all of the following criteria: 
• Be a full member of WWP EN by 31 December 2025 

• Be a non-profit, private legal entity 
• Work directly with people who perpetrate violence in close relationships, or 

operate as a national network of perpetrator programmes 
• Be established in an EU Member State (including OCTs) 

• Respect EU values as laid down in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union 
and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights 

Who can apply? Statutory or NGO programmes for male perpetrators of
violence against female (ex) partners that are aligned with the European
Standards 

How to apply: Complete our self-assessment questionnaire and contact Sandra 
Jovanovic Belotic at s.jovanovic(at)work-with-perpetrators.eu to start your 

accreditation process. 

Application deadline: 10 February 2026 

Learn more about our grants and apply 

Strengthening practice and accountability in perpetrator work: 

what is the next step for your organisation? 
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TACTICS for Change: Systemic Strategies for Coordinated 

Responses to Domestic Violence 

26 February 2026, Berlin 

Unseen No More: Policies and Partnerships to Protect Older 

Women from Violence 

3 February 2026, Brussels 

The TACTICS for Change conference will bring
together practitioners, police professionals,
researchers, and institutional
representatives from across Europe to share
evidence-based strategies and build stronger
systems for preventing and responding to
domestic violence. 

Advance practice: Engage with leading experts on inter-agency
cooperation, risk assessment, and coordinated intervention. 

Learn and kit out: Participate in an interactive event designed to equip you 
with ready-to-use tools for your work. 
Influence policy: Hear insights shaping European standards and policy 
agendas on gender-based violence prevention. 
Network and exchange: Form meaningful partnerships across sectors and 
levels of governance. 

Why attend 

�

�

�

�

Learn more about the conference and register 
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Recognising that the rise of digital technologies
has amplified gender-based violence against
women and creates a harmful continuum, we

are expanding and upgrading the DeStalk
project across eight countries in Europe. The

newly launched DeStalk EU project will address
the digital dimension of gender-based violence
by increasing the knowledge of professionals

working within victim support services and
perpetrator programmes to identify and respond

to cyber violence against women and girls
(CVAWG). 

Gender-based violence does not stop with a
certain age. Yet, gender-based violence against
older women remains largely invisible and
overlooked in policymaking. The conference
"Unseen No More" will bring together policy
makers, civil society and front-line professionals
to discuss how strengthened cooperation can
help shape more effective practices and policies
to keep older women safe. 

Learn more about the conference and register 

 Developing capacities to address digital violence against women 

across Europe – Launch of new European initiative 
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In December 2025, Act4Love partners met in
Barcelona to strengthen collaboration and take 

important steps towards the launch of the e-

learning platform for teachers and youth - 

coming soon. 

Guided by a shared commitment to empowering
teenagers to build healthy, respectful

relationships, the partners reviewed educational
content, discussed outreach strategies and

reinforced their common vision of
violence prevention through education, dialogue 

and youth engagement. 

Earlier this month, together with an international team of 10 organisations, we
officially kicked off the action with an online meeting, setting ground for enriched
capacity building programme and tools. 

Building the Next Steps of ACT4LOVE: Partners Gather in 

Barcelona 

What We Developed in 2025: New Resources from WWP 

Uncertain paths: A Preliminary 

Inquiry into the Safety of 

Digital Perpetrator Work 

Recommendations on 

Combating Cyber Violence 

from a Victim-
Centred Approach 

 

While perpetrator programmes have
traditionally been delivered in
person, online delivery has
expanded rapidly in response to 

Cyber violence is nota
digital anomaly, it isthecontinuation
of gender-based violence through
technology. In 2025, WWP published 
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service disruption,
workforce constraints and access
barriers rather
than demonstrated effectiveness. 

Our new mapping, 
A Preliminary Inquiry into the

Safety of Digital Perpetrator Work, 

explores the different forms online
perpetrator interventions now take
and the very different safety, quality
and ethical considerations they raise. 

The shift to digitaldelivery in IPV/DV
perpetrator workoffers opportunities
for increased access, engagement,
and continuity, but it remains an
early and experimental practice with
limited evidence on effectiveness,
risk, or sustainability. Thinking
Safety First provides reflections for
practitioners navigating this
uncharted territory, highlighting that
online or hybrid interventions
introduce significant ethical, safety, 
and accountability considerations. 

Boys and young menspend much of their time online, seeking guidance,
belonging, and identity-yet many digital spaces, especially the manosphere, 

Broadening how we understand
intimate partner violence is important
for effective prevention and safety.
New research by WWP EN maps
how European services are
responding to LGBTQ perpetrators -
and why inclusive, accountable
interventions matter for survivor
safety. Check out our mapping 
Working with LGBTQ Perpetrators

of Intimate Partner Violence in

Europe. 

 calling for cyber 

violence to be fully embedded within
national definitions of gender-based
and domestic violence, and for digital
coercive control to be systematically
addressed across
perpetrator programmes, victim
support services, and justice
systems. 

UncertainPaths: 

Recommendations on Combating

Cyber Violence from a Victim-

Centred Approach

Thinking Safety First:

Reflections on Online IPV/DV

Interventions 

Working with LGBTQ

Perpetrators of Intimate

Partner Violence in Europe
 

 

Where our boys are: Understanding the manosphere and shaping 

digital masculinities 
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promote rigid gender roles, anti-feminist messages, and emotional detachment. 
The #ResponsibleTogether campaign in 2025 explored how these online 

influences shape boys’ understanding of masculinity, relationships, and power,
even for those who never directly enter these spaces. With
12 organisations across Europe joining, the campaign developed a Map of 
Manosphere and a Dictionary of the Manosphere to help practitioners, 

parents, and educators identify harmful narratives, understand the language
and logic behind these online communities, and create opportunities for
healthier, more compassionate models of masculinity. 

In case you missed it - explore our past events 



10

Copyright © *2026* , All rights reserved. 

Our mailing address is:

Greifswalder Str.136, 10409Berlin 

Want to change how youreceive these emails?
You can update your preferencesor unsubscribe from this list. 


