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~ A Recently, we have witnessed momentous
" il ¥ developments in the European Union

On 1 June, the Council of the European Union approved the EU
accession to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul
Convention) and just six weeks later, the European Parliament voted to
start inter-institutional negotiations on the Directive on Combatting
violence against women and domestic violence. We believe that with
this proposed Directive, the European Union has the opportunity to
underscore the importance of holding perpetrators accountable and
prioritising their rehabilitation.

Once adopted, the Directive will oblige EU Member States to implement its provisions within two years. In the
currently proposed version of the Directive, some of these provisions include:
o Establishing targeted and effective intervention programmes to prevent and minimise the risk of committing
offences of violence against women or domestic violence, or reoffending.
 Including intervention programmes as part of tertiary prevention against reoffending.
« Including perpetrator interventions in essential services during times of crisis, including health crises (e.g. Covid-19).
» Developing minimum standards for intervention programmes in accordance with best practices

Having lobbied actively for these provisions in the proposed Directive, we hope many of them will make it through the
negotiation process.

It is crucial that this Directive be adopted and then swiftly implemented, including strengthened sentencing rules and
robust rehabilitation programmes. Only by doing so can we ensure justice for survivors, prevent future acts of violence,
and promote a society that values respect, empathy, and equality.
Read our press release on the proposed Directive here. Please reach out if you are in contact with your Members of the
European Parliament, as we appreciate all the support we can get.

Wishing you a calm, relaxing summer,
Alessandra
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Critical Cases: Understanding & responding to

domestic violence perpetrators

Critical Cases: Understanding & responding to high-risk domestic violence perpetrators - Registration
now open

Working with high-risk perpetrators puts special demands on perpetrator interventions regarding risk
management, safety planning, and collaboration with other agencies, especially victim support
services and the criminal justice system. We often encounter high-risk perpetrators with multiple
issues - substance abuse, mental health including trauma, and other co-occurring factors. Not all men
clearly fit our programme exclusion criteria. So how can we address these topics with high-risk men in
our groups? What do and should high-risk cases mean for the support to victim-survivors? What do
they mean for our multi-agency work?

The conference will promote a better understanding of the needs and challenges of working with
high-risk perpetrators. The goal is to increase the capacity of practitioners to respond to these
demands.

Webinar on 26 September: Using Motivation to

Decrease the Risk of IPV Recidivism - Lessons from
Research at the University of Valencia

By joining this webinar, you will
+ Gain knowledge of the evidence base underpinning bystander intervention as a public health
approach to violence prevention.
e Gain an understanding of what bystanders can do to prevent and respond to gender-based harms
and tackle the root causes of violence and abuse.
o Gain a better understanding of bystanders’ barriers when deciding whether to intervene and how
to overcome them.

Webinar on 7 September: Community Matters -

Mobilising the Power of Bystanders against Gender-
Based Violence

By joining this webinar, you will
e Gain a better understanding of factors that can increase the risk of drop-out or programme
inefficiency.
e Learn about new research on risk factors that increase the risk of recidivism in perpetrators of
intimate partner violence.
o Discover a tool used to reduce these risk factors developed by researchers at the University of
Valencia.



Training on 20 & 21 September: Motivational

Interviewing for Perpetrator Programmes

This two-day training is highly practice-based, while still offering relevant theoretical
frameworks. Participants will discuss questions such as:
« What are the basics of motivational interviewing and why is it relevant for perpetrator
programmes?
* How and why do people change?
+ How do you overcome resistance against change?
 What approaches, interventions and techniques show good results?

Special Journal Issue on "Treatment resistant perpetrators

of intimate partner violence: Research advances"

The special issue edited by Marisol Lila and Gail Gilchrist, and published in Psychosocial
Intervention, aims to better understand the therapeutic needs, risk factors, and treatment
resistance in IPV perpetrators to provide evidence-based responses to improve intervention
programmes. All articles of this issue are open access.

Project to develop a model for perpetrator work in Valle

D'Aosta, Italy

This is the first Italian project in which a Region asked for cooperation in developing an
intervention model for male perpetrators of domestic violence, tailored to and based on an
analysis of the area’s needs.

Project activites include the mapping of regional anti-violence services and an analysis of the
needs of professionals in terms of detecting and understanding domestic violence.

Statement on the German “Situation Report on Domestic

Violence” 2022

As the "Situation Report on Domestic Violence" published by the Federal Criminal Police
Office (BKA) on 11 July 2023 shows, there was a worrying increase in registered domestic
violence cases in Germany last year. In 2022, 240,547 domestic violence cases were reported
(+8.5%).

Police role in addressing domestic violence

Recognising that collaboration between police and different support service providers is key to
effectively responding to intimate partner violence, we at WWP EN are proud to embark on a
new project - TACTICS. Our TACTICS partners met in Greece in May to officially kick off the
project. Over the next three years, the project team will undertake various tasks to enhance
the knowledge and capacity of police and other frontline workers to respond to domestic
violence. Visit the TACTICS webpage to learn more about our multidisciplinary team and
upcoming outputs: https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/tactics
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MOVE - Working with perpetrators from migrant

populations

Working with perpetrators from migrant populations requires a culturally sensitive approach that
considers the multi-layered, intersecting cultural and social factors they face. The MOVE project
training “Culturally sensitive approaches to perpetrator work” took place in June - you can view the
presentation materials here. Our upcoming MOVE online training will be held in October and will
focus on practical tools and procedures for specialised services addressing gender-based violence to
work with men with diverse backgrounds. Please subscribe to our events mailing list for details on the
training agenda and how to attend.

Fathers Rock

The Fathers Rock team is busy finalising a capacity-building programme to improve the skills of
frontline professionals working with men who are (becoming) parents and a multi-agency intervention
model for institutions to support fathers better and promote men’s engagement in caring roles.

We will share all these learnings through a European online conference, with a focus on raising
engagement and accountability of men in their pathway to becoming caring fathers, on 21 March
2024 - Mark the date in your calendars, and we will reach out with more details soon.

CONSENT

In the next few months, our CONSENT team will work on preparing a campaign addressing youth and
adults on the importance of consent for healthy relationships among youngsters. The campaign will
take place in February 2024 and aims to instil a greater understanding of consent and boundaries.
During our partner meeting earlier this month, we began brainstorming on the campaign plan in small
groups, joined by our youth ambassador Lisa Andreozzi.

The campaign will be followed by a European conference on 1 March 2024 - stay tuned for more
updates.

PROTECTING OLDER WOMEN, HOLDING OLDER

MEN TO ACCOUNT

As Europe ages, problems that affect older persons are becoming more relevant, while structures that
protect older survivors of abuse are severely underdeveloped. This is why we feel important to carry
on the work done during the MARVOW project through our new project MARVOW 2.0. During the
MARVOW project, we developed resources to strengthen multi-agency collaboration to protect older
women who experience violence. You can view our online workshop “Never too late: protecting older
women from DV, holding older men to account” for insights into keeping perpetrators accountable,
focusing on working within intersections between ageing and IPV. We are also working to enhance
our knowledge of correct terminology to avoid stereotypical communication when talking about
ageing and older people. You can view the guidelines from AGE Platform Europe here.
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Links and information

An event co-organised by the European Institute of Women'’s Health and the European Psychiatric
Association titled "The Interplay of Gender and Mental Health: A Global Health Issue" will take
place on 12 September, 10:00-11:30 CET. Register here

A report on "Help seeker and Perpetrator Prevention Initiatives - Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation" by Rosanna Di Gioia and Laurent Beslay was published by the European
Commission's Joint Research Centre. Read it here

Apply now for the Call for Papers for the conference "Implementing the Istanbul Convention. The
role of the education and academic system". The submission deadline for abstracts is 1 September.
Find out more

Winner of the Prison Achievement Award 2023: The Centre Penitenciari Quatre Camins & the
Centre Peniteciari Mas d’Enric - Catalonia (Spain) won the prize awarded by EuroPris for the
development of "Immersive Virtual Reality in Intimate Gender Violence Rehabilitation Programs in
Prison". Find out more

Equimundo published the 2023 "State of the World's Fathers" Report. Read it here

The 2023 WAVE Conference "Institutional violence and its impact on women’s human rights
across Europe" will take place in Madrid, Spain from 16-17 October 2023. Find out more

End Violence Against Women published the "It's #AboutTime: A Whole School Approach to
Ending Violence Against Women & Girls Mapping Report". Read it here

The UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, its causes and consequences,
Reem Alsalem, published her report on "Custody, violence against women and violence against
children". Read it here

The European Conference on Domestic Violence is taking place on 11-13 September in Reykjavik;
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