
 

Exciting announcements and fresh
initiatives from our Executive Director 

As we move into the month of May, I would like to take a moment to
share some exciting updates and reflections from WWP EN. Since we
dispatched our last newsletter, a lot of important developments have
taken place and I am eager to inform you of our ongoing
efforts and recent achievements.

The first significant update from us is that WWP EN has a new logo! 

The thought behind the new design was to prominently feature the roots of the tree, symbolizing the foundational
factors or 'root causes' of domestic violence, such as entrenched gender norms, power imbalances, and systemic
inequalities. By highlighting these roots, the logo emphasizes the importance of addressing these underlying issues
as a way to prevent and eliminate violence effectively. This visual identity serves as a reminder that sustainable
change requires tackling the core challenges head-on.

Another highlight for me was representing WWP EN at the 69th session of the Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW69) at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City. It was truly a remarkable opportunity to
connect with global leaders, policymakers, and advocates dedicated to advancing gender equality and combating
violence against women. Our presence at CSW69 showcased WWP EN’s work to address gender-based
violence through perpetrator intervention and support for survivors. The event offered an invaluable platform to
exchange knowledge, share best practices, and learn from inspiring global initiatives aimed at creating safer, more
inclusive communities worldwide.

Keeping the tradition of education and international collaboration alive, I was also a part of study visit in Finland
with WWP EN colleagues, Berta and Sandra. The visit was hosted by our member organization the University of
Jyväskylä, led by Professor Juha Holma and Helena Paivinen, focusing on perpetrator programs and related
research. We also visited the Turku Prison to learn about the PREDOV domestic violence (DV) perpetrator
programme developed by the Criminal Sanctions Agency in Sweden, and piloted in Finland in 2021 and our
members Lyömätön Linja Espoossa that are offering an amazing volunteer programme for perpetrators.



10 June 2025, 10:00 - 16:30 CET and 11 June 2025, 10:00 - 13:00
CET
Even for organisations working exclusively with adult perpetrators and survivors, an
impact on their children is inevitable. While we all want our clients' children to be safe and
well, ensuring that our interventions don't put them at risk is a highly demanding task that
requires more than good intentions.
Our upcoming training is for practitioners working with adult perpetrators and survivors of
domestic violence who want to ensure their interventions are safe for children by
implementing child-centred practices and supporting clients in their roles as parents.

I am also honored to be an expert speaker at the webinar on “Engaging Men and Boys
in Gender Equality: A New Perspective” by Committee “NGOs as advocates for gender
equality and women’s rights”. Keep reading the newsletter to find necessary information
about this event, our annual conference and campaign!

Looking ahead, we at WWP EN remain focused on strengthening our network and
advancing our mission to combat domestic violence. As always, your continued dedication
and support are deeply valued, as your involvement is truly at the heart of everything we
do. We are grateful for your commitment, and we look forward to working together to make
a lasting impact.

Thank you once again for being part of this journey. Your support makes all the difference,
and together we are creating a safer and more just future.

Best wishes,

Alessandra Pauncz
 

Upcoming events at WWP EN

 

WWP EN training - How to support police professionals to
address domestic violence
27 May 2025, 10:00 - 16:00 CET and 28 May 2025, 10:00 - 13:30 CET

Are you a practitioner working in services addressing domestic violence? Would you like
to support police colleagues in your country to better understand features and impact of
coercive control, possible improvement of victims’ responses, and the importance of
holding perpetrators accountable?
Our upcoming training is designed to build your confidence and capacity to deliver
effective training sessions to police professionals. You’ll gain the tools to lead informed
conversations with law enforcement that support a more effective and survivor-centred
response to domestic abuse.
This training is for practitioners working in specialised services addressing domestic
violence, who want to strengthen police responses in their local context by delivering
short, focused training or awareness sessions to law enforcement colleagues.

 

WWP EN training - Child-centered approaches to perpetrator
work



Monday 26 May 2025, 5:00-6:00 pm
What prevents men from engaging in gender equality? Where do men and boys feel left
behind? From education gaps to mental health crises, declining workforce participation,
and rigid masculinity norms—men are facing critical challenges in the society that are
rarely linked with the discourses on gender equality. While these challenges continue,
harmful narratives around masculinity are being exploited to resist feminist progress.
To flip this script, the Committee “NGOs as advocates for gender equality and women’s
rights” is hosting a webinar on ''Engaging men and boys in gender equality: A new
perspective'' with WWP EN's Executive Director, Alessandra Pauncz, as the expert
speaker. The webinar will focus on rethinking masculinity while exploring male
disadvantage, the risks of backlash, and will strategize ways to engage men as allies, not
adversaries. Through education reform, economic inclusion, mental health support, and
positive masculinity, the webinar will explore solutions that benefit everyone—reducing
violence, strengthening communities, and fostering healthier relationships.
Important note:The webinar will offer simultaneous translation between English and
French.

 

 

Engaging men and boys in gender equality:
A new perspective

Take your practice further with free mentoring (for
WWP members)
WWP is excited to offer a mentoring opportunity to our members to enhance your
approach and provide expert guidance to strengthen your work. WWP EN members can
now apply for free mentoring on one of the following topics:

Risk assessment and management
Building and coordinating cooperation with partner support services
Integrating a gender perspective in perpetrator work
Child-centred approaches in perpetrator work

The mentoring includes two to three online sessions (90 minutes each) in 2025 with an
expert who will offer practical guidance tailored to your local context.
If you would like to apply for the mentoring, please apply by 31 May 2025.
All applications will be reviewed through a selection process based on needs and the
potential for meaningful implementation. Funds are limited for EU members. Non-EU
members are also eligible to apply and WWP EN will try to secure funds based on the
interest expressed.

Save the date: WWP EN Annual Conference 2025

Dates: 1–2 October 2025
Format: Online
Topic: Impact of digital technology on gender-based violence and perpetrator work

We look forward to your participation in this event. More details, including the agenda,
registration information, and meeting links will follow in the coming months.
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Expanding access to the IMPACT toolkit
The Impact Toolkit helps perpetrator programmes measure the effectiveness of their work — and
through the ISEDA project, we’re supporting programmes across Europe to put it into action. 16
organisations in 9 European countries are getting the chance to receive training and implementation
support, so that they can be sure their work keeps survivors of domestic violence safe and leads to
lasting change.

WWP EN's Responsible Together campaign 2025
In 2025, WWP EN's Responsible Together campaign will focus on the theme 'Where
our boys are: Understanding the manosphere and shaping digital masculinities'.

The campaign will address the influence of the manosphere and equip caregivers, educators, and
service providers with tools and knowledge to support positive, connected forms of masculinity in
digital spaces. More details will follow!

Strengthening police responses to domestic violence: Highlights from
“Joint Forces” workshop

Police officers are often the first to respond in cases of domestic violence, and their role is
crucial. Our recent workshop, “Joint Forces: Advancing Police Responses to Domestic
Violence,” focused on how to support their work and improve cooperation between law
enforcement and services.
The event brought together over 80 people from different backgrounds — including police,
support organisations, researchers, and policy workers — to share experiences and learn from each
other. It featured real-life examples from across Europe, practical tools, and
group activities to help build stronger teamwork.
Thank you to everyone who joined us and contributed to this important conversation on
how to better protect and support women facing violence.

Developing advocacy, tools and training to tackle violence against
older women 

Ensuring that the voices and needs of older women affected by intimate partner violence are
heard is key to outline or improve policies and practices. At the MARVOW 2.0 partner
meeting in April, we kicked off plans for advocacy strategies to engage policymakers in ending
violence against older women. While partners will engage local and national institutions in 8
countries,in spring 2025, WWP and AGE Platform Europe will organise a policy
conference in Brussels to bring together EU and national decision-makers, practitioners,
and advocates.

Meanwhile, the MARVOW 2.0 Risk Assessment checklist is being improved based on
feedback from professionals working on the ground. This tool is designed to better protect
older women by taking into account their specific situations and needs. We are also working
on a European capacity building training on violence against older women, scheduled for this
autumn. We’ll be sharing the date soon, but in the meantime, feel free to explore our online
training resources.

Important highlights from WWP EN

https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/events/joint-forces-workshop
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/events/joint-forces-workshop
https://marvow.eu/
https://marvow.eu/risk-assessment-methodology-and-risk-assessment-development-tool/


What´s happening in 2026

Read the policy brief here 

Act4Love! Joining hands to prevent teen dating violence

We’re excited to announce the launch of the Act4Love, a new European initiative dedicated to preventing
teen dating violence (TDV) through emotional education and youth empowerment.

Developed by a passionate interdisciplinary team, Act4Love provides innovative ways in which teenagers,
supported by their teachers, can unlearn gender conditioning and build healthy, respectful relationships.
Read our press release here.

Currently, our partners in Spain, Italy, Cyprus and Greece are surveying teenagers in schools to better
understand their views and experiences around relationships and dating. To ensure
accessibility across partner countries, Act4Love’s website is now available in Greek, Spanish, Catalan, and
Italian. The survey explores key topics like communication, boundaries, and perceptions of violence, with
the goal of shaping more effective awareness-raising and prevention efforts. Act4Love aims to aim to spark
a wider conversation about healthy relationships and equip young people with the tools to navigate
emotions and conflicts positively. The team invites teachers, students, parents, institutions, and
policymakers to explore, share, and engage with the action.

 

 

 

Ukrainian professionals completed WWP EN's training of trainers (ToT)

With the war going on, the risks of domestic violence in Ukraine are increasing. Osonnya, a WWP EN
member organization is working to ensure that perpetrators are held accountable and engaged in
intervention programmes, while victims are protected. For this, professionals from Osonnya, undertook
WWP EN's ToT Core Training for Facilitating Perpetrator Programmes, each participant receiving 160
hours of in-depth training. This has helped spread core knowledge in victim safety-focused perpetrator
work across Ukraine, reaching more than 200 professionals in total. Next is the formation of the National
Network of Professionals in Ukraine—an important milestone to strengthen the quality, sustainability, and
accountability of perpetrator programmes nationwide.

New report published: Perpetrator programmes in Moldova

WWP EN is pleased to share a new comprehensive report ‘Safety and accountability: Improving
programmes for perpetrators in the Republic of Moldova’, developed in partnership with UNFPA. The
report examines perpetrator intervention programmes in Moldova taking stock of the progress made so far,
while critically assessing the current state of perpetrator treatment initiatives across the country.
It offers an in-depth analysis of the structure, implementation, challenges, and overall effectiveness of these
programmes, and their compliance with the Istanbul Convention and the European Standards. In doing so, it
provides detailed roadmaps and recommendations for advancing programmes in the country. The report is
available in both English and Romanian on our website.

European accreditation for perpetrator programme

WWP EN now provides the European accreditation for organizations
hosting perpetrator programmes to ensure safe, effective, and
accountable work with perpetrators across Europe.

The European Accreditation for perpetrator programmes is a quality assurance process developed by WWP
EN to ensure safe, effective, and accountable perpetrator interventions across Europe. Grounded in the
Istanbul Convention, the accreditation prioritizes survivor safety—particularly for women and children—
while promoting evidence-based practices.

https://www.act4love.eu/
https://www.act4love.eu/en-news
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Analysis_of_perpetrator_programmes_in_Moldova_FIN__3_.pdf


What´s happening in 2026

Read the policy brief here 

By becoming accredited, organisations demonstrate accountability, enhance their practice,
and strengthen access to funding.
Whether working in statutory, non-governmental, prison, probation, or community settings,
eligible programmes are invited to apply. Start by completing the self-assessment and
connect with us to begin your accreditation journey!
Accreditation benefits include showcasing programme quality, strengthening funding
access, and demonstrating commitment to ending domestic violence. It is open to
statutory and non-governmental organisations, including those in prison, probation, and
community settings. Applicants complete a self-assessment and contact WWP EN to
initiate the accreditation process.
The European Accreditation is a mark of quality, safety, and commitment to survivorcentred
practice in the field of domestic violence perpetrator work. Join a European-wide
community of practice committed to ending domestic violence. Become accredited. Be
accountable. Put survivors first.

 

 

 

WWP EN Grants for safe, effective andsustainable

perpetrator work

Since 2023, we’ve proudly supported our members with annual grants aimed at strengthening
their practices and deepening their impact. This year, six perpetrator programmes from across
Europe have been selected to receive funding. These grants not only help build organisational
capacity, but also support efforts to align interventions with European standards of quality and
accountability. A key focus of this year will be exploring and challenging harmful notions of
masculinity, and laying the groundwork for more effective, gender-transformative approaches to
ending violence.

Challenging harmful gender norms: NAIA’s commitment to a safer
perpetrator programme in Bulgaria

Harmful norms around what it means to "be a man" can fuel control, dominance, and aggression in
relationships. Through their grant this year, Association NAIA in Bulgaria is taking bold steps to
strengthen its perpetrator programme by integrating a deeper focus on masculinity and gender
norms. Building on insights from its recent accreditation review, the project will embed
discussions on harmful gender norms throughout the programme, improve collaboration with
victim support services, and boost facilitator capacity to engage clients who are resistant to
change. By tackling entrenched stereotypes and working to motivate men toward meaningful
change, NAIA aims to raise the quality of interventions, enhance victim safety, and promote
gender equality in a challenging national context.

Uniting for change: Relive brings together perpetrator programmes in
Italy

Building on the progress of previous projects undertaken through the WWP grants, Relive
continues its journey toward European accreditation to their members by addressing critical gaps
in risk assessment and child protection within Italy’s perpetrator programs.This year, Relive will
launch a national awareness campaign and host its annual meeting - two key moments to bring
members together, share knowledge, and amplify their voice in the fight against gender-based
violence. By partnering with other organizations and enhancing national visibility, Relive also aims
to influence policy changes, especially around funding limitations that hinder evaluation and
follow-up work.

https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/european-accreditation-for-perpetrator-programmes


What´s happening in 2026

Read the policy brief here 

 

 

 

DNK taking a step towards safer, gender-responsive interventions in
Slovenia

As Slovenia’s only perpetrator programme, demand for DNK´s services is high. However
current staffing and procedures are stretched thin. In 2025, they will enhance the impact of
their work by introducing intake criteria, improving how they assess risks for survivors and
developing clearer steps for working with survivor services. Through their advocacy efforts
DNK will reach out to policymakers and donors, raising their awareness on the importance
of addressing men who use violence. By integrating the IMPACT Toolkit and incorporating
survivor perspectives, they aim to improve safety of survivors.

Building stronger and safer communities in Croatia with SPA

We are proud to support the work of SPA in Croatia, aiming to improve domestic violence
responses and enabling services to work better together. As 25% of the court-mandated
clients received by their perpetrator programme are women who have used force in their
intimate relationships, SPA will develop a new programme focused on women’s use of
force - a complex and often misunderstood issue that requires a unique, trauma-informed
approach. SPA will also raise the awareness among judges on the dynamics of domestic
violence to improve their understanding of perpetrator programs and support more
informed, survivor-safety-focused decisions.


