
 

Sometimes, technology doesn’t simply cross a boundary — it
erases it. This week, headlines in Italy exposed a website that
used artificial intelligence to create and circulate fake nude
images of women, including well-known public figures, without
their consent. Behind the sensationalism lies a deeper and
more disturbing truth: how easily technology can strip away
the most basic right we have — the right to decide what
happens to our own image, our own body. 

A few days earlier, a colleague told me how her smart 
speaker suddenly began speaking in the middle of the 
night — responding to a sound it mistook for a command. 

 

Digital Power, Real Harm: WWP EN Annual 
Conference Explores the Digital Dimension of Gender-
Based Violence 

It was a small, almost absurd moment, yet it reminded me how effortlessly we invite technology
to listen, to see, to act — sometimes more intimately than any human being would be allowed
to. 

When does convenience become intrusion? 
When does innovation drift so far from consent that it forgets to ask permission at all? 
And how can we, as individuals and professionals, reclaim the simple but radical act of 
saying yes and no in the digital world? 
As we explore the digital dimension of gender-based violence in this month’s issue, I invite 
you to reflect on how we model accountability — not only offline, but also in the digital 
spaces where power, control, and consent are being redefined every day. 

Best wishes, 
Alessandra Pauncz 
Executive Director, WWP EN 

 

WWP EN Annual Conference 2025 

When technology blurs the line 
between help and harm 



The manosphere has emerged as a powerful force in shaping how boys and men understand
themselves and their relationships. This has come up as one of the emerging concerns of 2025,
and we want to be prepared to address it. 

This year’s WWP EN Responsible Together campaign will seek to raise awareness on what the
manosphere is, decode its online language, and explore how it shapes 
masculinities for boys and young men online. 
We are proud to have 19 campaigners from across Europe contributing to the discussion.
The campaign will start on 25 November, culminating in a webinar on 10 December, and
you can follow along on social media as the campaign unfolds on Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, and X. 

This year’s WWP EN Annual Conference brought together experts and practitioners from
across Europe to tackle one of the most urgent challenges of our time - the rise of tech-
facilitated gender-based violence. Together we explored how technology is reshaping both the
perpetration of violence and the ways we respond to it. 
Opening the conference, Alessandra Pauncz reminded us: “Technology is not the problem –
abuse is. In digital spaces, the evidence is clear: tech-facilitated abuse is increasing. And that’s
frightening.” 

In her institutional greetings, Rune Vanleeuw, from the European Commission called gender-
based violence “one of the most persistent violations of our time,” now expanding into the
digital realm. She highlighted the European Commission’s commitment to supporting
professionals on the frontlines and urged perpetrator programmes to adapt to this fast-
changing landscape. 

In the interactive plenary on tech-facilitated abuse, participants explored how easily 
digital intimacy can turn into surveillance and control. With 85% of people sharing 
passwords with their partners, the question arose: Are we really building trust — or 
enabling control? In further presentations, participants also explored how tech-facilitated 
domestic abuse can extend and intensify coercive control, especially after separation, 
when other means of control may no longer be possible. 

The panel discussion on the manosphere examined why online misogynistic spaces 
attract young men. Speakers cautioned against alienating boys searching for meaning and 
belonging. “If we villainise boys for searching for masculinity, we lose them”. Instead, we 
must bring them in - not call them out. 

The conference also highlighted how perpetrator work itself is evolving online. Berta Vall 
Castelló and Nora Regos (WWP EN) presented new mapping results on online 
interventions with perpetrators, offering an overview of current practices across Europe. In 
her keynote, Nicole Westmarland reflected on the advantages and drawbacks of moving 
behaviour change work into digital spaces, while clinical psychologist Haim Weinberg 
explored the obstacles, challenges, and opportunities of facilitating online group work with 
men who use violence. 

As the conference closed, Alessandra Pauncz reminded participants that “We leave with 
difficult questions, new insights, and stronger collective strength."

 

 

Where Our Boys Are: Understanding the manosphere 
and shaping digital masculinities 

#ResponsibleTogether 2025 Campaign



Our upcoming webinar will explore the
challenges and opportunities of running
perpetrator programmes online. WWP EN
experts Berta Vall and Nora Regos will cover
victim and child safety, preventing misuse of
digital spaces, men’s engagement and
accountability, and supporting facilitators’
skills and wellbeing - drawing on lessons from
practice and recent European research. 

WWP EN and national networks of
perpetrator programmes including
Associazione Relive (Italy), BAG TäHG
(Germany), Respect (United Kingdom) are
partnering to address this gap and to promote
the exchange of expertise and experience.
Professors Maria Eriksson and Ole Hultmann
from Sweden emphasize that we cannot
assume that the risks faced by children in
domestic violence situations are the same as
those faced by adult women who are victims. 

 

Mark Your Calendar: Upcoming events 

Critical Reflections on
Online Perpetrator
Programmes: Practitioners
´ Experiences and
Challenges 

 

What About the Children? 
New Perspectives on 
Assessing Risks for 
Children in Domestic 
Violence 

Learn more and register Learn more and register 

Connecting the dots: Men’s mental health, masculinity in the
manosphere, and addressing violence 

10 December 2025 | 15:30 - 17:00 CET 
Are there links between men’s emotional distress, risk behaviors, and the use of violence? What
role is digital media, and specifically the manosphere, playing in shaping these behaviors and
beliefs? 

By connecting the dots between men’s mental health, the influence of the manosphere, 
and the roots of violence, this webinar invites frontline practitioners to better understand 
the digital and cultural forces at play, and to explore strategies for early intervention and 
prevention. The panellists, Debbie Ging (UCD) and Taveeshi Gupta (Equimundo) will 
focus on how supporting men’s mental health, and challenging narrow ideals of manhood, 
should be better understood in addressing work with men and preventing gender-based 
violence. 

Unseen No More: Policies 
and Partnerships to 
Protect Older Women 
from Violence 

TACTICS for Change:
Systemic Strategies for
Coordinated Responses to
Domestic Violence 

Violence against older women has long
remained invisible - but not anymore. The
European policy conference will explore how
effective approaches and partnerships can
safeguard older women from violence. 
Learn more and register 

 
Join the TACTICS conference with European
law enforcement, policy makers
andcivilsociety to connect with peers,
exchangeexpertise, and help shape the
futureofcollaborative responses to
domesticviolence across Europe. 

3 February 2026 | 09:30 - 16:30 CET |
Brussels

26 February 2026 | 09:30 - 16:30 CET
Berlin



 

Discover: Resources to Deepen Your 
Impact 

 

Strengthen your response to domestic 
violence 

Core Training for setting up and facilitating perpetrator
programmes 

A practical guide for
teachers and educators to
foster healthy and
respectful teen relationships 

 

Understanding women´s 
use of force in intimate 
partner violence: A 
gender-sensitive 
approach 
WWP EN is committed to exploring women’s
use of force in intimate partner violence (IPV)
through a gender-sensitive, feminist lens. In
our webinar, led by Melissa Scaia, we
examined the complexities of women’s use of
force, and explored how community
responses and interventions can be adapted
accordingly. 

To support educators in raising awareness of
youth on teen dating violence, the Act4Love
partners have developed a toolbox of practical
resources. This toolbox helps teachers and
school staff promote social and emotional
competence, well- being, and mental health
among teenagers, while equipping them to
address teen dating violence effectively. 

Go to the toolbox 

Watch the recording 

https://www.act4love.eu/en-teachers
https://www.act4love.eu/en-teachers
https://youtu.be/j2IJeVLFgn8
https://youtu.be/j2IJeVLFgn8


Are you a professional interested in starting a perpetrator programme? Do you want to
ensure that your local or national response to domestic violence integrates addressing
perpetrators of violence? The WWP EN Core training for setting up and facilitating
perpetrator programmes provides everything you need to know about running a domestic
violence perpetrator programme.

We believe that there is no one-size-fits-all when it comes to 
domestic violence responses, and the core training is adapted to your local context. 

Become a part of the WWP EN newsletter mailing list and stay informed about our work.

WWP EN is proud to announce the launch of the European Master’s on Intervention 
Strategies with Perpetrators of Gender-Based Violence, a pioneering programme that 
blends academic excellence with hands-on practice. In collaboration with FPCEE Blanquerna
(Ramon Llull University) and other European universities, the programme will be led by leading
researchers and frontline practitioners. 
Gain in-depth knowledge and practical skills to make a real impact in preventing gender-
based violence with this innovative Master’s programme, launching in October 2026. 

This year’s AGM marked a moment of transition in leadership as we 
long-serving Board Chair, Dean Ajduković, whose dedication and vision have been 
instrumental in guiding the network. We thank Dean for his years of service and leadership.
Rory Macrae has been elected as the new Chair of the WWP EN Board, bringing continuity and
renewed energy to the role. 

Members also voted to re-elect David Morran, and Jan Vrkoc to continue their mandates, 
while Nicholas Spetsidis and Marius Raakil were warmly welcomed as new members of 
the Board. 

The AGM once again highlighted the value of active participation and shared 
governance within our community. We thank all members who joined, contributed, and 
voted, reinforcing our collective commitment to preventing and ending gender-based 
violence across Europe. 

On 15 October 2025, WWP EN held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) online. 

bidfarewell to our

 European Master’s to Tackle the Roots of Gender-
Based Violence - Launching in 2026 

 

WWP EN AGM 2025: Leadership 
Transition and New Board Members 

https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/europeanmasters
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/europeanmasters
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/europeanmasters

