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This document offers a structured contribution to the European Commission's Civil Society 

Strategy. It reflects the perspective of civil society organisations (CSOs) working locally, 

nationally, and at EU level to uphold fundamental rights, particularly in the field of gender-

based violence. Despite growing recognition, CSOs continue to face a systemic power 

imbalance relative to institutions. This Strategy must prioritise enforceable mechanisms of 

accountability, dedicated funding, and effective protection for CSOs and human rights 

defenders (HRDs). 

 

 

I. Engagement and Meaningful Participation 
 

1. National Frameworks 

National consultation mechanisms often lack legal enforceability and transparency. CSOs, if 

at all, are consulted symbolically, without institutions being required to act on their input. 

 

Recommendations: 

 - Introduce  a EU directive for meaningful and accountable CSO consultation. 

 - Require Member States to provide structured feedback on how CSO input is considered. 

 - Monitor implementation through the Rule of Law mechanism. 

 

2. Commission’s Role 

The Commissions should strive to ensure Member States institutionalize civic participation. 

 

Recommendations: 

 - Establish minimum standards for CSO participation. 

 - Tie national funding eligibility to compliance with participation standards. 



 

 
 
 
 

3. EU Civil Society Platform 

The platform must be inclusive, regular, and impactful. 

 

Recommendations: 

 - Convene biannual meetings with agenda-setting power shared with CSOs. 

 - Ensure participation of grassroots and underrepresented groups. 

 - Establish institutional follow-up and transparent feedback mechanisms. 

 - Establish transparent procedures for CSO’s feedback to all sections of the EU 

 - Establish a specific focal point to respond to CSO’s requests of contacting different EU 

departments depending on need. 

 

4. Importance of Inclusive Law-Making and Transparency 

Effective democracy demands that laws and policies are informed by the real-world 

expertise of those working on the ground. Too often, civil society organizations with decades 

of experience are sidelined in favor of political agendas. This erodes trust, leads to 

ineffective or harmful policies, and contradicts the EU’s foundational principles. 

 

Recommendations: 

 - Ensure CSOs are actively involved in all phases of legislative development, from drafting to 

evaluation. 

 - Ensure mechanism that allow CSO’s access to relevant stakeholds, Ministries, etc.  

 - Introduce legal requirements for transparency regarding who contributes to law-making and 

how input is reflected in final texts. 

 - Prevent political interference that marginalises expert civil society perspectives in favour of 

short-term interests. 

 

 

 

 

II. Support and Enabling Environment 
 

5. Awareness and Visibility 

EU institutions must amplify CSO contributions and threats they face. 



 

 
 
 
 

Recommendations: 

 - Launch a public awareness campaign on CSO contributions. 

 - Include civic space indicators in Rule of Law and Charter reports. 

 

6. Legal and Administrative Barriers 

Excessive regulation impairs CSO functioning and independence. 

 

Recommendations: 

 - Harmonise and simplify CSO registration and reporting. 

 

 

7. Funding Availability and Trends 

Gender-based violence CSOs face chronic underfunding, exacerbated by political hostility. 

 

Recommendations: 

 - Earmark CERV and EU funds for GBV and human rights CSOs. 

 - Simplify co-funding requirements. 

 - Ensure long-term core funding is accessible to smaller CSOs. 

 

 

Cross-Cutting Priority: Gender-Based Violence as a Fundamental 

Rights Crisis 
 

Violence against women and girls (VAWG) is a structural barrier to the realization of EU 

fundamental rights, especially Articles 1, 3, 21, and 23 of the Charter. 

 

Recommendations: 

 - Recognise VAWG-focused CSOs as human rights defenders. 

 - Establish dedicated EU-level funding with protection clauses. 

 - Ensure VAWG is prioritised in civil society strategies and Charter implementation. 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
A strong, independent civil society is the foundation of a democratic Europe. The EU must 

act by mandating participation, protecting defenders, and ensuring structural support to 

uphold the Charter of Fundamental Rights. 
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