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List of participants:

e Leyla Suleymanova — Public Union “Clear World” Aid to Women — Azerbaijan
e Catherine Aquillina — STOP! The violence and abuse — Malta

¢ Ketevani Japharidze — Democrat Women’s Organisation — Georgia

e Martin Styber — SPONDEA — Czech Republic

e Barbara Brnéi¢ — UZOR — Croatia

o Andrea Photiou — SPAVO / PROTEAS - Cyprus

¢ Andrea Photiou — Zastav Nazili — Czech Republic

Isabella Lindgren (Managing Director and Consultant) and Laura Kandels (Coordination and
Consultant) from the team BZfG accompanied and led the study group through the days.
Sara Prifti from WWP EN (ltaly) supported the host organization team.

Study Visit Program

Day 1
26" of November 2025
On the first day, all participants meet at BIG e.V. (https://www.big-berlin.info/).

The Berlin-based organization offers a nationwide unique service for women seeking protection
from domestic violence and actively works on Berlin's structures. Dr. Doris Felbinger, the
Managing Director, first introduces herself and the organization. Then the participants had time to

introduce themselves to each other.

Henrike Kriismann coordinates the collaborations with perpetrator intervention facilities and
women's counseling centers at BIG e.V. and provides a comprehensive overview of the services

and structures:

The BIG Hotline is staffed around the clock and offers an initial guidance on how to find support
and protection in cases of domestic violence. The BIG Hotline also provides information on current

availability in women's shelters and can counsel in over 50 languages.

BIG Coordination develops, reviews, and works on optimizing measures and strategies to protect
women and their children from domestic violence. There is close cooperation with the police, civil
and criminal courts, social welfare offices, perpetrator intervention facilities, and women's projects.
This creates a strong and actionable network to strengthen services at the political and structural

levels and to inform about the respective offerings.


https://www.big-berlin.info/
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BIG Prevention offers prevention programs for all involved in the school context. Through
children's workshops on preventing domestic violence, project days, training sessions, and an
interactive exhibition, students, parents, teachers, and social workers are sensitized and trained on
the topic of domestic violence. Unfortunately, this offer will have to be discontinued in the future
due to cuts in financial resources. There is no alternative offer in Berlin.The tight financial situation

is a recurring theme among the counseling centers.

Subsequently, Inna Friedland introduced the Wegweiser service point in the premises of WWP EN,
another unique project in Berlin. The so-called Proactive Approach is a procedure in which the
accused is promptly referred to a suitable counseling center. During an intervention due to

domestic violence, the accused is provided with a QR code. The data entered there is forwarded to
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the Wegweiser service point, which contacts the person within a short time and, after a phone call
or up to three personal meetings, passes the data on to the counseling center. The counseling
center contacts the person within a few days to offer them counseling. The goal is to interrupt the

cycle of violence as quickly as possible to prevent further violence.

The participants' hotel is not far from WWP EN, so the subsequent break can be used in the hotel
room or for a short exploration tour in the Prenzlauer Berg district with its many small shops and

cafés before we conclude the eventful day with a joint dinner.

Day 2
27t of November 2025

The second day took place at the host organization's counseling center, where participants gained

insights into the practical work (https://bzfg.de/).



https://bzfg.de/
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The Berlin Center for Violence Prevention has been part of Berlin's counseling landscape for 25
years, and since 2021, it is offering services according to the standard of the Federal Working
Group on Perpetrator Work in Domestic Violence. The Center is located in Charlottenburg, right in
the heart of City West. Isabella Lindgren, Managing Director and Counselor at the counseling
facility, introduces the counseling services, access routes, network and cooperations. The social
training program is available to all individuals regardless of gender. This includes regular groups
for women who have perpetrated violence and group offerings for men who have perpetrated

sexualized violence in partnerships.

A special offering is the Child Protection Specialist Unit. Here, children and young people affected
by domestic violence receive support in individual and group settings. Unfortunately, this service
had to be discontinued at the end of 2024 due to cuts in financial resources. Currently, an
application to a foundation is under review, so that this offering can hopefully be reinstated and
further expanded in the coming year.

In the second part, Laura Kandels (Counselor) interactively presents some of the methods we use
in group work. Afterwards, there is ample time to reflect on the content and ask questions.

Finally, Csilla Bertoti from TARA, the specialist counseling and intervention center for women
affected by domestic violence, introduces the work with violence-affected women and the
collaboration with BZfG (https://frauenberatung-tara.de/).

Participants have the opportunity to explore the city before we meet for dinner and then visit the

Christmas market with the historic backdrop of the Gendarmenmarkt.



https://frauenberatung-tara.de/
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Day 3
28" of November 2025

After dedicating the input to practical work on the second day, we visit the umbrella organizations
on the third day.

The Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Taterarbeit Hausliche Gewalt (BAG TaHG) e.V. is the profeminist
umbrella association with 83 member facilities for perpetrator work in Germany (https://www.bag-

taeterarbeit.de/).

Managing Director Linda Conradi presents the ongoing association development, standardization
and further development of perpetrator work, cooperation and member work, as well as the
implemented projects. For example, in the last funding round, a handbook on working with women
who perpetrate violence was developed and published this year. In several federal states, the
Proactive Approach is being piloted or implemented as an additional access route to perpetrator
intervention facilities. During a police intervention in cases of domestic violence, the accused's
data is forwarded by the police to the perpetrator intervention facility or a coordination point. They

contact the person within a few working days and offer counseling.

FT
BUNDESARBEITSGEMEINSCHA
L‘ TATERARBEIT HAUSLICHE GEWALT e.V-

GEMEINSAM GEGEN
HAUSLICHE GEWALT.

[



https://www.bag-taeterarbeit.de/
https://www.bag-taeterarbeit.de/
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The collection of differentiated data is of significant importance for funding allocation and public
relations work. An online tool was developed to capture statistical data from member facilities, with
results published annually by BAG TaHG e.V.

Professional public relations work aims to establish perpetrator intervention as a central
component of victim protection in public and political discourse and to raise awareness of support

services for people who perpetrate violence.

The WWP EN office is the final program item of the study visit (https://www.work-with-

perpetrators.eu/). Sara Prifti presents the projects, specialist events, research results and

evaluations, as well as campaigns of the European umbrella organization.

Participants have the opportunity in a final round led by Sandra Jovanovi¢ Beloti¢ to reflect on the
information and experiences from the past days. What could they take away? Which questions
remained open or newly arose?

All presented projects reported difficulties in securing sufficient funding. Participants could confirm
this from their own experiences. Cooperation with specialist counseling and intervention centers for
domestic violence and the involvement of the affected woman in intervention planning were of

particular importance.

We say goodbye full of inspirations from the encounters and professional exchange.
Many heartfelt thanks to everyone who supported the events!


https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/
https://www.work-with-perpetrators.eu/

